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Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation 
Division of Planning and Recreation Resources 

Federal Highway Administration 
Recreational Trails Program 

Categorical Exclusion Determination 
 

1. Project Summary 
Project Number:    Project Sponsor/ Subrecipient:  
Project Title:  
County/ies:  
 

 

2. Environmental Determination 

Functional Area Determination Source of Determination/ Other Comments 
Public Comments/ Support Choose an item.  
Community Impacts No effect Project will positively impact the community by providing 

additional access to Kerr Lake via an ADA Accessible 
pathway and 16 transient boat slips.  

NHPA Section 106: Historic 
and/or Archaeological Resources  

No effect Project submitted through ePIX. Email received stating 
historic resources will not be adversely impacted.  

Section 4(f) Exempt Recreational Trails Program projects are exempt from 4(f) 
Section 6(f) No 6(f) 

properties 
N/A 

ESA Section 7: Threatened & 
Endangered Species (USFWS) 

No effect Received Permit through USACE. Section 7 Consultation 
was initiated and completed by USACE to issue NWP and 
SPGP confirmation.  

State Threatened & Endangered 
Species (VA DWR) 

No effect Project submitted through DWR project review. Email 
received stating no documented or listed species within the 
project area. No anticipated adverse impacts to result from 
proposed work.  

Rare Species & Communities (VA 
DCR-Division of Natural Heritage) 

No effect Project submitted through DCR Natural Heritage Data 
Explorer. No Natural heritage resources documented within 
the project area including a 100-ft buffer as well as no 
intersection with predictive models.  

Within 100 Year Floodplain No Project not located in a floodplain, see attached FEMA Map  
Floodplains (local floodplain 
administrator) 

No effect Project not located in a floodplain, see attached FEMA Map  

Flood Level Rise Analysis 
(USACE) 

No effect Project not located in a floodplain, see attached FEMA Map  

Wetlands and/or Shoreline (local 
wetlands board, DEQ, VMRC, 
and/or USACE) 

No effect VMRC No Permit Necessary- (2025-0083) 
USACE NWP 18 and 23-SPGP-PASDO (NAO-2009-01707) 

In Coastal Zone No N/A 
Anticipated Feet of Stream 
Impacts 

N/A N/A 

Anticipated Acreage of Wetlands 
Impacts 

Permanent PFO- 
1055 SQFT 
Temporary PFO- 
592 SQFT  
Permanent POW- 
549 SQFT  

All impacts covered under NWP-18 or 23-SPGP-PASDO as 
verified by USACE.  

Project Description: Project Description: The Town of Clarksville (Town) is proposing to create (16) 
transient public-use boat slips and provide an ADA-accessible pedestrian pathway from downtown 
Clarksville. The pathway will consist of crushed stone and lighting along the path for safety and security. 
The project will include small scale tree removal and grading for installation of a walkway to the boat slips. 
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Functional Area Determination Source of Determination/ Other Comments 
 

Erosion and Sediment Control 
and Stormwater Management 
(locality E&S/ESC administrator 
and/or VA DEQ) 

Under review Local approval of plans will be obtained before bidding. 

Anticipated Square Footage of 
Impervious Surface Added 

4,833 Square 
Feet  

Concrete Landing- 49 Square Feet 
Gravel/Asphalt Trail- 4,784 Square Feet  

Anticipated Permits Yes, list: Received permits-  NWP-18 and 23-SPGP-PASDO (NAO-
2009-01707) 

Other:   
 
 
Comment Section for Adverse Effects 
Describe each adverse impact in an objective and quantified manner and describe specifically how mitigation will be 
accomplished to minimize the adverse impact OR which impacts are unavoidable and cannot be positively addressed 
through mitigation measures. 

 
 

 
Please list subrecipient staff and consultants that assisted in this review: 

 

3. Environmental Document Approval 

Based on the information obtained during the environmental review process and included as attachments to this form, 
the project is determined to be a Categorical Exclusion under 23 CFR part 771 pursuant to the National Environmental 

Wetland impacts will occur to construct the ADA-accessible public pedestrian pathways to the sixteen (16) 
proposed boats slips. The pathway route was chosen to avoid and minimize potential impacts, and slope grading 
was kept to a minimum in the design of the project to avoid additional disturbance for the entire project.  The 
positioning of the boat slips was chosen to lessen impacts from environmental forces, optimize boat slip 
configuration, and to minimize the potential of bottom interference during low water levels. No other adverse effects 
were identified during the CE determination research.  

 

Dylan Irby- Dewberry Engineers Inc.  
Drew Arnold, PE- Dewberry Engineers Inc 
Katherine Lynch- Dewberry Engineers Inc.  
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Policy Act and complies with all other applicable environmental laws, regulations, and Executive Orders. The project 
action does not individually or cumulatively have a significant effect on the natural and human environment.  
 
 

 
Subrecipient – Project Manager 

 
 
 

Date 

 
DCR Recreation Grants Manager 

 
 
 

Date 

 
Federal Highway Administration 

 
 
 

Date
 



Section 106 Historic and/or 

Archaeological Resources



From: Adrienne Birge-wilson

To: Irby, Dylan

Subject: Clarksville Cove (DHR File No. 2024-4661) | e-Mail #03339

Date: Wednesday, September 18, 2024 8:47:52 AM

You don't often get email from adrienne.birge-wilson@dhr.virginia.gov. Learn why this is important

[CAUTION] External Email. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless expected. Please use the "Phish

Alert" button to report all suspicious emails.

Dylan,

Thank you for requesting comments from the Department of Historic Resources (DHR) on the referenced
project. Based upon the documentation provided, it is our opinion that the historic resources within the
Area of Potential Effects will not be adversely impacted by the proposed project.

Based on the construction drawings provided, this project involves placement of fill to level out the
existing steep terrain and allow for an accessible walkway, with some grading toward the shoreline. Due
to the steepness of the terrain the project area of potential effect has relatively low probability for
archaeological resources. In the event that previously unidentified archaeological resources are
discovered during ground disturbing activities, all construction work involving subsurface disturbances
should be halted in the area of the resource and in the surrounding area where further subsurface
remains can be reasonably expected to occur. The State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) via DHR
should be contacted for further guidance before proceeding with additional site work.

If  the scope of the project changes or if the project cannot be completed as proposed in the  application
submitted and reviewed by DHR, please contact our office for guidance on reinitiating consultation.

If you have any questions or  require any further assistance, please contact me.

Sincerely,

 Adrienne Birge-Wilson , Architectural Historian 
Department of Historic Resources

Review and Compliance Division

Phone: (804) 482-6092 

 Adrienne.Birge-Wilson@dhr.virginia.gov 

mailto:Adrienne.Birge-Wilson@dhr.virginia.gov
mailto:dirby@Dewberry.com
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


ESA Section 7: Threatened & 

Endangered Species (VA DWR)



From: Brann, Lee (DWR)

To: Irby, Dylan

Cc: nhreview (DCR); Strawderman, Nicole (DWR)

Subject: ESSLog# 45510_Clarksville Cove Project_DWR_HLB20240924

Date: Tuesday, September 24, 2024 9:05:26 AM

You don't often get email from lee.brann@dwr.virginia.gov. Learn why this is important

[CAUTION] External Email. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless expected. Please use the "Phish

Alert" button to report all suspicious emails.

Mr. Irby,

We have reviewed the subject project that proposes to construct transient boat slips and a
pedestrian pathway in Mecklenburg County. We do not currently document any listed
wildlife or designated resources under our jurisdiction from the project area.  Therefore, we
do not anticipate adverse impacts upon such species or resources to result from the
proposed work.

We recommend conducting any in-stream activities during low or no-flow conditions, using
non-erodible cofferdams or turbidity curtains to isolate the construction area, blocking no
more than 50% of the streamflow at any given time (minimal overlap of construction
footprint notwithstanding), stockpiling excavated material in a manner that prevents reentry
into the stream, restoring original streambed and streambank contours, revegetating barren
areas with native vegetation, and implementing strict erosion and sediment control
measures.  We recommend that instream work be designed and performed in a manner that
minimizes impacts upon natural streamflow and movement of resident aquatic species. If a
dam and pump-around must be used, we recommend it be used for as limited a time as
possible and that water returned to the stream be free of sediment and excess turbidity.  To
minimize potential wildlife entanglements resulting from use of synthetic/plastic erosion and
sediment control matting, we recommend use of matting made from natural/organic
materials such as coir fiber, jute, and/or burlap. To minimize harm to the aquatic
environment and its residents resulting from use of the Tremie method to install concrete,
installation of grout bags, and traditional pouring of concrete, we recommend that such
activities occur only in the dry, allowing all concrete to harden prior to contact with open
water. Due to future maintenance costs associated with culverts, and the loss of riparian
and aquatic habitat, we prefer stream crossings to be constructed via clear-span bridges. 
However, if this is not possible, we recommend countersinking any culverts below the
streambed at least 6 inches, or the use of bottomless culverts, to allow passage of aquatic
organisms.  We also recommend the installation of floodplain culverts to carry bankfull
discharges.

To minimize the adverse impacts of linear project development on wildlife resources, we
offer the following general recommendations: avoid and minimize impacts to undisturbed
forest, wetlands, and streams to the fullest extent practicable; maintain naturally vegetated
buffers of at least 100 feet in width around wetlands and on both sides of perennial and
intermittent streams, where practicable; conduct significant tree removal and ground
clearing activities outside of the primary songbird nesting season of March 15 through
August 15; and, implement and maintain appropriate erosion and sediment controls
throughout project construction and site restoration.  We understand that adherence to
these general recommendations may be infeasible in some situations.  We are happy to
work with the applicant to develop project-specific measures as necessary to minimize
project impacts upon the Commonwealth’s wildlife resources.  

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (in Virginia) utilizes an online project review process
(https://www.fws.gov/office/virginia-ecological-services/virginia-field-office-online-review-
process) to facilitate compliance with the Endangered Species Act (16 U.S.C. 1531-1544, 87
Stat. 884) (ESA), as amended. The process enables users to 1) follow step-by-step
guidance; 2) access information that will allow them to identify threatened and endangered
species, designated critical habitat, and other Federal trust resources that may be affected
by their project; and 3) accurately reach determinations regarding the potential effects of
their project on these resources as required under the ESA. If you have questions regarding
the online review process, please contact Rachel Case at rachel_case@fws.gov.

This project is located within 2 miles of a documented occurrence of a state or federal

mailto:Lee.Brann@dwr.virginia.gov
mailto:dirby@Dewberry.com
mailto:nhreview@dcr.virginia.gov
mailto:Nicole.Strawderman@dwr.virginia.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:rachel_case@fws.gov


threatened or endangered plant or insect species and/or other Natural Heritage coordination
species. Therefore, we recommend coordination with VDCR-DNH regarding protection of
these resources.

 

Thank you,

 

 

  Lee Brann
   Environmental Services Biologist
   Wildlife Information and Environmental Services   

   P 804.367.1295

    C 804.481.1934

   Department of Wildlife Resources
    CONSERVE. CONNECT.  PROTECT.

    A 7870 Villa Park Drive, P.O. Box 90778, Henrico, VA 23228

   www.VirginiaWildlife.gov

 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dwr.virginia.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdirby%40Dewberry.com%7C4e292336bfbb486839f408dcdc998967%7C84b7f537fb7642b2ac1b415a5597766c%7C0%7C0%7C638627799252616156%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=olBVj7ts03jmsYQK%2FocAjoIXAIVSUPd8ualAeMGbU1o%3D&reserved=0


Rare Species & Communities (VA 

DCR-Division of Natural Heritage)



Web Project ID: WEB0000026039

Client Project Number:

PROJECT INFORMATION 

TITLE: Clarksville Cove

DESCRIPTION: Construct walkway off of street and from water plant to a proposed boat slip area

EXISTING SITE CONDITIONS: Wooded/Lake

QUADRANGLES: Clarksville North

COUNTIES: Mecklenburg

Latitude/Longitude (DMS): 36° 37' 38.1082" N / 78° 33' 19.7132" W

Acreage: 1 acres

 Instream Activity: Yes - Instream Impact Required

Major Ground Disturbing Activities: Bank Grading

Minor Ground Disturbing Activities: Manual tree removal with chainsaw

Comments:

REQUESTOR INFORMATION 

Priority: N Tier Level: Tier I Tax ID:

Contact Name: Dylan Irby

Company Name: Dewberry Engineers Inc.

Address: 551 Piney Forest Rd

City: Danville State: VA Zip: 24540

Phone: 434-548-0479 Fax: Email: dirby@dewberry.com
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The project mapped as part of this report has been searched against the Department of Conservation and Recreation’s Biotics Data System for occurrences of

natural heritage resources in the vicinity of the area indicated for this project. Natural heritage resources are defined as the habitat of rare, threatened, or endangered

plant and animal species, unique or exemplary natural communities, and significant geologic formations.

According to the information currently in Biotics, natural heritage resources have not been documented within the submitted project boundary including a 100 foot

buffer. In addition, the project area does not intersect any of the predictive models identifying potential habitat for natural heritage resources.

Under a Memorandum of Agreement established between the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (VDACS) and the Virginia Department of

Conservation and Recreation (DCR), DCR represents VDACS in comments regarding potential impacts on state-listed threatened and endangered plant and insect

species. The current activity will not affect any documented state-listed plants or insects.

Any absence of data may indicate that the project area has not been surveyed, rather than confirm that the area lacks additional natural heritage resources. New and

updated information is continually added to Biotics. Please revisit this website or contact DCR for an update on this natural heritage information if a significant amount

of time passes (DCR recommends no more than six months) before it is utilized.

The Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources maintains a database of wildlife locations, including threatened and endangered species, trout streams, and

anadromous fish waters, that may contain information not documented in the Natural Heritage Data Explorer. Their database may be accessed from 

https://svcgis.dwr.virginia.gov/fwis/ or contact Lee Brann at Lee.Brann@dwr.virginia.gov.

Thank you for submitting your project to the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation's Natural Heritage Data Explorer Web Service. Based on the

preliminary screening results for this project, no further correspondence will be sent from this office.  Should you have any questions or concerns about this report, the

Data Explorer, or other Virginia Natural Heritage Program services, please contact the Natural Heritage Project Review Unit at 804-371-2708.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)
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Wetlands and/or Shoreline (local 

wetlands board, DEQ, VMRC, 

and/or USACE)



From: Birge, Tiffany (MRC)

To: townmanager@clarksvilleva.org; Irby, Dylan

Cc: Boyd, Teresa (MRC); cenao.reg_rod@usace.army.mil (cenao.reg_rod@usace.army.mil); PRO VWP (DEQ); Jones,
Bryan (DEQ)

Subject: VMRC #2025-0085, Town of Clarksville - No Permit Necessary

Date: Wednesday, April 30, 2025 5:31:35 PM

You don't often get email from tiffany.birge@mrc.virginia.gov. Learn why this is important

[CAUTION] External Email. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless expected. Please use the "Phish

Alert" button to report all suspicious emails.

Mr. Irby,
Mr. Jones,
We are in receipt of your application requesting authorization to construct two (2) ADA-accessible
public pedestrian pathways and a floating pier equipped with transient boat slips adjacent to West
Street, situated along the John H. Kerr Reservoir as part of the Clarksville Cove Project in
Mecklenburg County.
Your proposal is located outside of the jurisdictional areas of the Virginia Marine Resources
Commission. Therefore, no authorization is required from this agency.
For your information you may need authorization from your locality, the Department of
Environmental Quality, and / or the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers prior to commencing your
project. Your application has been forwarded to these agencies.
If I may be of further assistance, please contact me at (757) 247-2254.
Respectfully,
Tiffany
 
 
Tiffany Birge
Environmental Engineer, Habitat Management

 

Virginia Marine Resources Commission

Building 96, 380 Fenwick Road

Ft. Monroe, VA 23651

 

Tiffany.birge@mrc.virginia.gov, 757-247-2254

 

 

mailto:Tiffany.Birge@mrc.virginia.gov
mailto:townmanager@clarksvilleva.org
mailto:dirby@Dewberry.com
mailto:Teresa.Boyd@mrc.virginia.gov
mailto:cenao.reg_rod@usace.army.mil
mailto:PRO.VWPCompliance@deq.virginia.gov
mailto:Bryan.Jones@deq.virginia.gov
mailto:Bryan.Jones@deq.virginia.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:Tiffany.birge@mrc.virginia.gov


From: Birge, Tiffany (MRC)

To: townmanager@clarksvilleva.org; Irby, Dylan

Cc: Boyd, Teresa (MRC); cenao.reg_rod@usace.army.mil (cenao.reg_rod@usace.army.mil); PRO VWP (DEQ); Jones,
Bryan (DEQ)

Subject: RE: VMRC #2025-0083, Town of Clarksville - No Permit Necessary

Date: Wednesday, April 30, 2025 5:33:31 PM

You don't often get email from tiffany.birge@mrc.virginia.gov. Learn why this is important

[CAUTION] External Email. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless expected. Please use the "Phish

Alert" button to report all suspicious emails.

Please accept this email as a correction to the previous. The VMRC # included in the subject

line should reference 2025-0083, instead of 2025-0085 as previously indicated.

Thanks,

Tiffany

 

Tiffany Birge

Environmental Engineer, Habitat Management

 

Virginia Marine Resources Commission

Building 96, 380 Fenwick Road

Ft. Monroe, VA 23651

 

Tiffany.birge@mrc.virginia.gov, 757-247-2254

 

 

From: Birge, Tiffany (MRC) 

Sent: Wednesday, April 30, 2025 5:31 PM

To: townmanager@clarksvilleva.org; dirby@dewberry.com

Cc: Boyd, Teresa (MRC) <Teresa.Boyd@mrc.virginia.gov>; cenao.reg_rod@usace.army.mil

(cenao.reg_rod@usace.army.mil) <cenao.reg_rod@usace.army.mil>; PRO VWP (DEQ)

<PRO.VWPCompliance@deq.virginia.gov>; Jones, Bryan (DEQ) <Bryan.Jones@deq.virginia.gov>

Subject: VMRC #2025-0085, Town of Clarksville - No Permit Necessary

 

Mr. Irby,
Mr. Jones,
We are in receipt of your application requesting authorization to construct two (2) ADA-accessible
public pedestrian pathways and a floating pier equipped with transient boat slips adjacent to West
Street, situated along the John H. Kerr Reservoir as part of the Clarksville Cove Project in
Mecklenburg County.
Your proposal is located outside of the jurisdictional areas of the Virginia Marine Resources
Commission. Therefore, no authorization is required from this agency.
For your information you may need authorization from your locality, the Department of
Environmental Quality, and / or the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers prior to commencing your
project. Your application has been forwarded to these agencies.
If I may be of further assistance, please contact me at (757) 247-2254.
Respectfully,

mailto:Tiffany.Birge@mrc.virginia.gov
mailto:townmanager@clarksvilleva.org
mailto:dirby@Dewberry.com
mailto:Teresa.Boyd@mrc.virginia.gov
mailto:cenao.reg_rod@usace.army.mil
mailto:PRO.VWPCompliance@deq.virginia.gov
mailto:Bryan.Jones@deq.virginia.gov
mailto:Bryan.Jones@deq.virginia.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:Tiffany.birge@mrc.virginia.gov


Tiffany
 
 
Tiffany Birge
Environmental Engineer, Habitat Management

 

Virginia Marine Resources Commission

Building 96, 380 Fenwick Road

Ft. Monroe, VA 23651

 

Tiffany.birge@mrc.virginia.gov, 757-247-2254

 

 

mailto:Tiffany.birge@mrc.virginia.gov


Anticipated Acreage of Wetlands 

Impacts



TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY NOTES:

1. THIS TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY IS BASED ON A SURVEY PERFORMED BY
DEWBERRY ENGINEERS INC. ON FEBRUARY 20TH-FEBRUARY 21ST 2024 .

2. HORIZONTAL CONTROL IS (NAD83/2011) VIRGINIA SOUTH ZONE, AND VERTICAL
CONTROL (NAVD88) ESTABLISHED BY GPS OBSERVATIONS AND COMPUTED
USING VIRGINIA VIRTUAL REFERENCE STATION SERVICE (VRS), YIELDING
VALUES OF:

POINT # NORTHING(Y) EASTING(X)ELEV(Z) DESCRIPTION
1 3387479.162 11467123.369 325.358 REBAR & CAP
2 3387830.311 11466821.295 329.547 REBAR & CAP
3 3389791.087 11469675.614 321.292 REBAR & CAP
4 3390206.627 11470342.808 321.384 REBAR & CAP

3. NORTH ARROW IS GRID NORTH AND ALL DISTANCES ARE GROUND
DISTANCES.  PROJECT LOCALIZED ON POINT GPS #1.  COMBINED GRID
FACTOR (GRID TO GROUND) EQUALS 0.99998213959915

4. LOCATIONS OF UTILITIES SHOWN ON THIS SURVEY WERE DETERMINED BY
OBSERVED EVIDENCE. UNDERGROUND UTILITIES NOT SHOWN, MAY EXIST.
STORM SEWER AND SANITARY SEWER DATA HAS BEEN COLLECTED FROM
THE RIM OF THE MANHOLE WITHOUT ENTERING THE STRUCTURE. PIPE SIZES
AND TYPES SHOULD BE CONSIDERED APPROXIMATE AND BE FIELD VERIFIED
IF CRITICAL. STRUCTURES LABELED “VAULT”, IF ANY, INDICATE A
SUBSTRUCTURE WITH LIMITED VISUAL ACCESS AND INVERT INFORMATION.
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TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY NOTES:

1. THIS TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY IS BASED ON A SURVEY PERFORMED BY
DEWBERRY ENGINEERS INC. ON FEBRUARY 20TH-FEBRUARY 21ST 2024 .

2. HORIZONTAL CONTROL IS (NAD83/2011) VIRGINIA SOUTH ZONE, AND VERTICAL
CONTROL (NAVD88) ESTABLISHED BY GPS OBSERVATIONS AND COMPUTED
USING VIRGINIA VIRTUAL REFERENCE STATION SERVICE (VRS), YIELDING
VALUES OF:

POINT # NORTHING(Y) EASTING(X)ELEV(Z) DESCRIPTION
1 3387479.162 11467123.369 325.358 REBAR & CAP
2 3387830.311 11466821.295 329.547 REBAR & CAP
3 3389791.087 11469675.614 321.292 REBAR & CAP
4 3390206.627 11470342.808 321.384 REBAR & CAP

3. NORTH ARROW IS GRID NORTH AND ALL DISTANCES ARE GROUND
DISTANCES.  PROJECT LOCALIZED ON POINT GPS #1.  COMBINED GRID
FACTOR (GRID TO GROUND) EQUALS 0.99998213959915

4. LOCATIONS OF UTILITIES SHOWN ON THIS SURVEY WERE DETERMINED BY
OBSERVED EVIDENCE. UNDERGROUND UTILITIES NOT SHOWN, MAY EXIST.
STORM SEWER AND SANITARY SEWER DATA HAS BEEN COLLECTED FROM
THE RIM OF THE MANHOLE WITHOUT ENTERING THE STRUCTURE. PIPE SIZES
AND TYPES SHOULD BE CONSIDERED APPROXIMATE AND BE FIELD VERIFIED
IF CRITICAL. STRUCTURES LABELED “VAULT”, IF ANY, INDICATE A
SUBSTRUCTURE WITH LIMITED VISUAL ACCESS AND INVERT INFORMATION.
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TEMPORARY IMPACT
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